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Comment 228:  The city of Lake Elsinore states that the draft EIS only provides a cursory economic 

analysis of the potential effects of the project and a more detailed analysis is needed. 

Response: The city does not indicate in its comments what other economic effects not included in the 

draft EIS it believes would occur.  We stand by our conclusion that the most likely project economic 

effects would be potential effects on property values, which we discuss in detail.    

Comment 229:  Riverside County states that the EIS should describe mitigation measures due to effects 

on displaced persons from the construction of the project.  It recommends that the co-applicants work 

directly with the Department of Public Social Services to develop plans to address this issue, prior to 

construction. 

Response: In the case of the limited properties where residences would be razed, owners would be 

compensated for their property.  With respect to potentially displaced persons who might be in need of 

social services provided by the county, the co-applicants now propose to provide relocation assistance for 

persons who might be displaced from rental properties.  We have revised the text in section 3.3.7.2, 

Environmental Consequences, Change of Land Use, to address this point.

Comment 230:  Riverside County, the Fernandez Parties, and Edwin Thorell inquire as to whether or not 

eminent domain would be used to acquire properties near the proposed powerhouse.  Additionally, they 

would like to know what other mitigation measures would be proposed to reduce construction-related 

effects on residents.  The Fernandez Parties also state that Elsinore Valley MWD does not have the right 

of eminent domain, so therefore the draft EIS must identify all project elements and locations that are 

proposed for private property and discuss alternative locations in instances where use or acquisition of the 

property is likely.   

Response: On pages 3-269 and 3-270 of the draft EIS, we discuss the co-applicants’ plans to use eminent 

domain authority if necessary to acquire needed property.  

Comment 231:  Linda and Martin Ridenour comment that the section on growth-inducing impacts states 

that power would be used locally, but Elsinore Valley MWD has stated publicly that the power would not 

be used locally and that it would go into the grid.  

Response: Once power enters the grid, the electricity may be transmitted either locally or elsewhere in 

the region.  However, we have revised the text related to growth-inducing impacts to delete the reference 

to local power sales.

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Comment 232:  Nevada Hydro disagrees that the Area of Potential Effects (APE) includes the shoreline 

around Lake Elsinore to the upper limit of the zone of daily fluctuations expected from the project as 

stated on page 3-276 of the draft EIS because the operational range of the project is within the range of 

natural seasonal variations in the lake.   

Response: Inclusion of an area within an APE does not mean that an undertaking would affect any or all 

cultural resources within that area.  An APE is a hypothetical construct intended to establish a geographic 

framework in which there is reasonable possibility that an undertaking could affect historic properties.  

We included the Lake Elsinore shoreline in the APE as a starting point for analysis.
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Comment 233:  Nevada Hydro comments that, contrary to the information on page 3-288 in the draft 

EIS, no previous study, including the EIR for the Lake Elsinore Stabilization and Enhancement Program 

and the Corps NEPA documentation for the levee system, did any party, agency, or tribal group identify 

or assert that Lake Elsinore should be considered eligible for listing in the National Register or that 

management measures for this property should be developed.  It comments that the minimum intrusion 

into the lake associated with the project and the cycling operation should not predicate the need for a 

National Register determination.  Nevada Hydro agrees with the conclusion in the draft EIS that the 

proposed project would not likely adversely affect this potential TCP, but disagrees with the statement 

that there is insufficient information about the TCP to determine whether this aspect of the proposed 

project (construction of the intake/outlet structure) would alter any characteristics contributing to the 

importance or cultural value of this resource.   

Response: In its March 24, 2005, comments on Nevada Hydro’s draft HPMP, the USFS stated 

(Comment no. 22) that resource 33-11009 (Lake Elsinore) was eligible for inclusion in the National 

Register and that any measures to mitigate adverse effects to this resource should be developed in 

consultation with the USFS, Tribes, and the SHPO.  The analyses on pages 3-283 and 3-284 have been 

revised to clarify the discussion regarding effects to Lake Elsinore as a TCP and we continue to conclude 

that construction of the intake/outlet structure and operation of the project would have no effect on the 

characteristics contributing to the National Register eligibility of Lake Elsinore as a traditional cultural 

property.

Comment 234:  Nevada Hydro disagrees with the statement on page 3-281 that the APEs for the 

Evergreen powerhouse site, both the proposed and alternative transmission alignments, and the access 

roads remain to be surveyed.  It refers the authors to the performance of cultural resource surveys 

contained in the draft HPMP. 

Response:  On page 2-3 of its draft HPMP, Nevada Hydro states that the locations of access roads from 

existing roads to the transmission line corridors are not yet known, leading us to conclude that no 

archaeological surveys have been conducted along access roads.  The HPMP’s description of cultural 

resources field studies (p. 2-4) does not specify precisely what areas were surveyed either in 1996-97 or in 

January 2005.

Comment 235:  John and Soma Stickler raise concerns about the effects of the proposed and alternative 

transmission line alignments along the Cleveland National Forest in the vicinity of Tenaja would have on 

archaeological sites.  They indicate that transmission line alternative 4 would avoid this area.

Response: The co-applicants’ revised and staff alternative alignments now includes alternative 4.  For all 

alignment alternatives, the HPMP, revised and finalized in consultation with the SHPO, Tribes, and the 

USFS and the Lake Elsinore Historical Society, would provide for processes to determine effects of 

construction and operation of transmission lines on significant archaeological sites, and to appropriately 

resolve any adverse effects.

Comment 236:  Pacific Clay states there is no way to know the potential extent of effects on cultural 

resources from the staff’s recommendations because no cultural resource surveys have been done since 

project facilities have not been sited. 

Response: We recommend that the co-applicants, in consultation with the SHPO, the USFS, Tribes, and 

the Lake Elsinore Historical Society to conduct any additional surveys necessary to identify cultural 

resources in proposed locations of project facilities, determine effects of the project on such resources, 

and to develop and implement measures to resolve any adverse effects prior to any construction activities 

at those locations.
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Comment 237:  The Pechanga Tribe provides confidential information concerning its history in the 

project area. 

Response: We thank the Tribe for providing this information.

Comment 238:  The Pechanga Tribe recommends further evaluation, testing and/or avoidance at several 

archeological sites in the Morrell Canyon area.

Response: The co-applicants’ revised and finalized HPMP would contain provisions for consultation 

with the Tribes regarding measures to resolve any adverse effects to these archaeological sites arising 

from project construction or operation.

Comment 239:  The Pechanga Tribe requests applicable agencies consult with the Tribe in person 

regarding the specific locations and details of the project effects on cultural resources because the Tribe 

can not disclose specific details in letter. 

Response: The co-applicants’’ revised and finalized HPMP would contain explicit protocols through 

which appropriate tribal liaison would coordinate with the co-applicants, the USFS, and Commission staff 

regarding communication with the Tribes. 

Comment 240:  The Pechanga Tribe requests assessments be made according to section 106 review 

process and that the Pechanga Tribe be a consulting party on a government-to-government basis. 

Response: The co-applicants’ revised and finalized HPMP would contain measures to ensure that 

evaluation of cultural resources would be accomplished through application of the National Register 

Criteria for Evaluation and in consultation with the SHPO, the USFS, Tribes, and the Lake Elsinore 

Historical Society.   

Comment 241:  The Pechanga Tribe intends to assert its right pursuant to California law with regards to 

any human remains or items discovered in the course of the project in the Tribe’s traditional territory and 

it requests that all permitting agencies work with the Tribe to draft an agreement that would address this 

issue.  The Pechanga Tribe also requests all Luiseno cultural resources uncovered in the Tribe’s 

traditional territory and not located on federal properties be relinquished to the Tribe for proper treatment 

Response: As indicated in its draft HPMP, the co-applicants would follow applicable California law 

regarding discovery of human remains on state or private land.  The co-applicants would also notify 

USFS of any such discoveries on USFS property; USFS would then be responsible for treatment and 

disposition under federal law.  The draft HPMP also specifies that the co-applicants would consult with 

the Tribes regarding treatment and disposition of cultural resources of importance to the Tribes that are 

identified on private or state land.

Comment 242:  The Pechanga Tribe is concerned no APEs have been set for the project tunnels and 

believes that the APE for the tunnel portions of the project should be reevaluated in consultation with the 

Tribe.  It further states that wherever the HPMP notes that it would address future decisions regarding 

APEs or amendments, it should acknowledge that the lead agency would consult with the Tribe as well as 

the SHPO. 

Response: The revised and finalized HPMP would provide for consultation with the Tribes as well as the 

SHPO and USFS regarding identification or modification of APEs.



E-71

Comment 243: The Pechanga Tribe states that further archeological surveys will need to be completed to 

meet the legal requirements for the project.  It asks that it be allowed to participate in those surveys and 

be consulted about field and lab methodologies and how surface collections should proceed.  The 

Pechanga Tribe further requests that culturally appropriate evaluation methods be incorporated into the 

HPMP and that no public interpretations are created for Native American cultural resources.  The 

Pechanga Tribe also requests that the lead agency or its designated agent allow the Tribe to monitor all 

grading and ground-disturbing activities in culturally sensitive areas within the Tribe’s traditional 

territories and tribal monitors be present during all archeological testing.  It also requests that it be 

allowed to review and comment on any Native American monitoring plans.  

.

Response: We recommend that the co-applicants, in consultation with the SHPO, the USFS, Tribes, and 

the Lake Elsinore Historical Society to conduct any additional surveys necessary to identify cultural 

resources in proposed locations of project facilities, determine effects of the project on such resources, 

and to develop and implement measures to resolve any adverse effects prior to any construction activities 

at those locations. In the HPMP, the co-applicants have proposed to appoint a tribal liaison who would 

consult with the tribes regarding construction monitoring, archaeological survey, and resource protection 

measures.  

Comment 244: The Pechanga Tribe requests the lead agency commit to avoidance and preservation of 

Native American sacred sites.

Response: NHPA does not require federal agencies to avoid effects to cultural resources; it requires 

federal agencies to consider a variety of measures to resolve adverse effects, among them avoidance, 

minimization or mitigation.  Nevertheless, whenever possible, avoidance is always the best approach for 

resolving potential adverse effects to cultural resources. 

Comment 245:  SDG&E comments that the draft EIS does not include a discussion of an alternative 

substation site that may avoid impacts to cultural resources and generally does not contain any on-the-

ground surveys for cultural resources.  SDG&E states that the extent and significance of any cultural 

resources is unknown, could affect the routing of the transmission line, and should be disclosed in the 

EIS.

Response: The co-applicants’ revised alignment now includes alternative 4 that avoids areas of 

archaeological sensitivity.  However, the co-applicants would need to complete surveys along the final 

transmission alignment prior to commencing construction.

Comment 246:  Ruth Atkins comments that the two most prominent historic properties in close 

proximity of the proposed project are the Elsinore Naval and Military Academy and the Machado Adobe.  

The former was never used as a club, as indicated on page 3-281 of the draft EIS, and the later was built 

in 1858 and, when the Butterfield Stage Line was commissioned, used as a stage coach stop.  She also 

comments that in the area there is a marker of the tanning vats built in 1891 by the Luiseno Indians that is 

a California Registered Historical Landmark. She and Linda and Martin Ridenour would also like 

assurances that the historic properties near the Santa Rosa powerhouse site, including the naval academy 

building, would not be adversely affected by ground vibration during construction.   

Response: We have revised the text in the final EIS to indicate that the Elsinore Naval and Military 

Academy property was not used as a club, although originally intended as such.  Nevada Hydro’s draft 

HPMP contains measures to address potential effects of construction-related ground vibration on 

significant buildings prior to initiation of heavy construction or blasting near such buildings.
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Comment 247:  Linda and Martin Ridenour state that the Lake Elsinore Historical Society and the 

Riverside County Office of Historic Preservation were not notified by Elsinore Valley MWD of the filing 

of a revised HPMP.  They ask that the Lake Elsinore Historical Society be invited to participate in the 

HPMP.

Response: We recommend that the Lake Elsinore Historical Society be included as a consulting party to 

the Programmatic Agreement and will afford this organization opportunity to comment on the revised 

HPMP.

AIR QUALITY AND NOISE 

Comment 248:  Nevada Hydro comments that the LEAPS Project’s ability to store generated energy, 

including nuclear energy produced at the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station, results in the more 

efficient use of energy resources and diminishes the need construct new and operate existing fossil-fuel 

burning generating facilities within non-attainment basin.   

Response: We agree that hydropower generation produces less air pollutant emissions compared to 

natural gas or coal-fuel plants.  However, we find the statement about storing nuclear energy to be 

misleading because nuclear power is a baseload generating resource rather than being used on the margin, 

and is not used for pumping. 

Comment 249:  Nevada Hydro cites a reference on page 3-294 to the Mojave Desert Air Basin and 

Salton Sea Air Basin and states that it does not believe that any portion of the proposed project is located 

within these two air basins and questions why they are included in the draft EIS.  

Response: The LEAPS Project area is located principally within the South Coast Air Basin which is in 

Riverside County; however, the proposed transmission alignments extend to Orange and San Diego 

Counties. Riverside County is partitioned into three air basins:  South Coast Air Basin, Salton Sea Air 

Basin, and Mojave Desert Air Basin.  According to CARB, an air basin generally follows political 

boundary lines and is defined to include both source areas and receptor areas.  However, because air 

masses can move freely from basin to basin, interbasin transport of pollutants is unavoidable.  It is for this 

reason that the Mojave Desert Basin and Salton Sea Air Basin were included in the EIS.

Comment 250:  Nevada Hydro points out that the San Mateo Wilderness Areas should be included in the 

list on page 3-302 of areas located within 100 kilometers of a federal Class I area. 

Response: We have added the San Mateo Wilderness Area to the list of areas located within 100 

kilometers of a Federal Class I area in the final EIS. 

Comment 251:  Nevada Hydro provides updated information about the state of California laws pertaining 

to air emissions and provides an exhibit (Exhibit 4 in the April 25, 2006 filing) the compares LEAPS to 

other generation technologies for ancillary services and RMR value.  It requests that the final EIS 

augment the existing air quality analysis to describe the beneficial effects of the LEAPS Project.  It 

requests that the final EIS also include an analysis of the project’s compliance with the general 

conformity rule (40 CFR Part 51, Subpart W, and 40 CFR Part 93, Subpart B).   

Response: We have included information on beneficial effects of the LEAPS Project in the final EIS.  As 

described in section 3.3.10.2 of the draft EIS, the general conformity rule applies to federal actions in 

non-attainment areas.  The LEAPS Project is located in Riverside County, but the proposed transmission 

alignments extend to Orange and San Diego Counties.  The air basins in these three counties are classified 

as attainment for NOx, SO2 and CO, and non-attainment for Ozone and PM10/PM2.5.  Therefore, a 



The Nevada Hydro Company, Inc.  
The Nevada Hydro Company, Inc. 

 

 

  

21061 

Attachment 2 – Pechanga Meeting Notes 

  



[Type here] 

 

 1

February 14, 2018February 14, 2018February 14, 2018February 14, 2018    

NOTE TO FILE:  

12/02/18 meeting, Cultural Resources Centre, Temecula Band of Luiseño Mission Indians (Pechanga) 

Pechanga Attendees: 

Paul Macarro, Cultural Co-ordinator 

Ebru Ozdil, Cultural Resources Planning Specialist 

Brenda Tomaras, Partner, Tomaras & Olgas LLP 

Michelle Hannah, Deputy General Counsel 

Dr. Lisa Woodward, Archivist 

Molly Earp-Escobar, Cultural resource Specialist 

Nicole Corey, Analyst Intern 

LEAPS Attendees: 

David Kates, Project Manager 

Rachael Nixon, Managing Cultural Resource Specialist, Chambers Group 

Greg Kahlen, Civil & Survey Engineer, Consultant 

Paul O’Neal, Community Outreach 

John Sparks, Communications Advisor 

 

Meeting Summary 

After introductions, Kates began the meeting with a PowerPoint summary of the proposed LEAPS 

project in Lake Elsinore. Rachael  Nixon provided a summary of the previous (2005-2007) cultural 

resources studies that had been completed for the project.   

• MH (Hannah) asked if there had been a more recent Records Search than 2007, noting that 

Standard Archeological Practice is every 5 years, noting there are visibility issues (fire, weather, 

erosion) 

• BT (Tomaras) requested Chambers initiate an expanded Records Search and a review of 

additional on-the-ground surveys 

• EO (Ozdil) discussed the dramatic increase in residential dwellings and throughout the valley in 

the last decade and its impact on the watershed 

• EO then discussed the significantly increased Pechanga database which is X2-X3 in scope to 

archeological resources since 2007, the artifacts in and near Lee Lake, noting the team’s 

responsibility for “people, places, and things” and the potential impacts on human remains 

• PM (Macarro) explained the Creation Story and the context it provides for all developments in 

the valley and how they are tasked with looking after their ancestors and the impacts of 

properties 
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• PM presented an overview of the extensive Sacred Lands File and digital mapping database, 

historical inputs from J.P. Harrington and other records, as well as current site identification and 

mapping 

• LW (Woodward) augmented PM’s presentation with details of the extensive microfiched 

historical records the Pechanga have reviewed (Harrington’s searchable files) and how that has 

informed the Sacred Lands Files – “We have a lot more information than in 2005” PM 

• DK (Kates) asked about the Pechanga relationship with the NFS, noting they have a cultural 

officer on staff.  EO and BT noted they have a close working relationship with the NFS, and DK 

confirmed that Virgil Mink is advising the LEAPS team; DK will confirm NFS Cultural Officer 

name, and GK (Kahlen) noted LEAPS is meeting them in two weeks and will discuss the roles 

• PM noted that the landscape interacts with the Pechanga’s religion and they have ground-

truthed much of the area and retained propriety data that they are building constantly 

• EO requested new mapping in KMZ files “where we propose to “touch the ground”  

• EO and MH re-raised the issue of artifacts and the importance of Lee Lake in the Creation Story 

and cultural history; EO did assess the horse ranch at Alberhill and sees it as a preferred site to 

Lee Lake 

• EO and BT asked about the CEQA process and DK replied that while the State Water Control 

Board may be the lead, that will be determined by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

(FERC) 

• There was a general discussion of FERC, CEQA, State Law AB-52 and the Section 106 process 

• DK reiterated that after Nevada Hydro/LEAPS reply to FERC’s Deficiency Letter and requests for 

supplementary information, the agency will approve and direct the application 

• EO revisited the APE and ground disturbance issues of the pump station, towers, reservoir and 

connection sites and BT noted there is significant information available from other projects 

 

Next Steps: 

• Kates will forward Forest Services survey, and will check with NFS regarding native 

representation and input to the survey 

• Nixon and Kahlen will merge and forward KMZ files and forward to Ozdil 

• Nixon will initiate update to records search 

• EO will determine what locations require visual impacts renderings 

• Nixon will set up an FTP site for document sharing 

• All agreed subsequent regular meetings will be required but setting next meeting was tabled for 

co-ordination by Ozdil and Nixon 

 

Adjourned at Noon. 
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January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Jeff Grubbe, Chairperson 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
600 E. Tahquitz Canyon  
Palm Springs, CA 92262 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Grubbe, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   
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January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Ms. Patricia Garcia-Plotkin, Director 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, CA, 92264 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Ms. Garcia-Plotkin, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinor will serve as the lower reservoir and 
a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-turbine 
and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below ground, 
immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected to the 
grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E). The 
project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, transmission 
lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

Sincerely,  

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   
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Rachael Nixon

From: Fossum, Larry (TRBL) <lfossum@aguacaliente.net>

Sent: Friday, February 9, 2018 10:00 AM

To: Rachael Nixon

Subject: Chambers Group FERC Project 14227-003

Dear Rachael: 
 
A records check of the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Tribal Historic Preservation Office’s cultural registry 
revealed that this project is not located within the Tribe’s Traditional Use Area. Therefore, we defer to other tribes in the 
area. This letter shall conclude our consultation efforts. 
 
 
Cordially,                                                                             

 

 

Larry Fossum  
On behalf of Patricia Garcia-Plotkin 
Director of Historic Preservation 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 

 

The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected from disclosure. If the 

reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to 

the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is 

strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the 

message and deleting it from your computer  



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. John M. Fowler, Executive Director 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
401 F Street NW, Suite 308  
Washington DC 20001-2637 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Fowler, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Ms. Beth Ransel, District Manager 
BLM, California Desert District 
22835 Calle San Juan de Los Lagos 
Moreno Valley, CA 92553 
 

SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Ms. Ransel, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Doug Herrema, Field Manager 
BLM, Palm Springs South Coast Field Office 
P.O. Box 581260  
North Palm Springs, CA 92558 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Herrema, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Jerome E. Perez, State Director 
BLM, California State Office 
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-1834  
Sacramento, CA 95825-1886 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Perez, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Jeff Hays, Environmental Coordinator 
Cleveland National Forest 
10845 Rancho Bernardo Road, Suite 200  
San Diego, CA 92127-2107 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Hays, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Ms. Karin Klemic, Archaeologist 
Cleveland National Forest 
10845 Rancho Bernardo Road, Suite 200  
San Diego, CA 92127-2107 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Ms. Klemic, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. William Metz, Forest Supervisor 
Cleveland National Forest 
10845 Rancho Bernardo Road, Suite 200  
San Diego, CA 92127-2107 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Metz, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Jim Fargo 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
4 South 201 14th St. SW  
Washington, DC 20250 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Fargo, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Ms. Anthony Morales, Chairperson 
Gabrieleno/Tongva Tribal Council of San Gabriel 
P.O. Box 693 
 San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Morales, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Ms. Teresa M. Romero, Chairwoman 
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians, Acjachemen Nation 
3141 La Matanza Street, Suite A  
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Ms. Romero, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Thomas Rodriguez, Chairperson 
La Jolla Band of Mission Indians 
22000 Highway 76  
Pauma Valley, CA 92061 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Rodriguez, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Richard Fitzgerald, Senior State Archaeologist 
Office of Historic Preservation, State Historic Preservation Officer 
1416 9th Street, Room 1442-7  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Fitzgerald, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   
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Rachael Nixon

From: Rachael Nixon

Sent: Thursday, March 1, 2018 11:05 AM

To: 'Forrest, Kathleen@Parks'

Cc: 'David Kates'; Rex Wait

Subject: RE: Section 106 consultation for LEAPS project

Attachments: FERC Tendering Notice (10-11-17).pdf

Hello Kathleen, 

 

Thank you for your response and comments.  Please see the attached Tendering Notice from FERC, designating the 

Nevada Hydro Company (TNHC) as a non-federal representative to conduct consultation pursuant to Section 106 of 

NHPA.  We are currently in the process of responding to FERC’s data requests, which includes consultation with Tribes 

and other consulting parties, including CNF.  Once we have additional information we will contact you regarding your 

other comments.  We greatly appreciate your prompt reply and input on this project and look forward to working with 

you.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Rachael Nixon, MA, RPA |Managing Cultural Resources Specialist 

 

Chambers Group, Inc.  

t | 858.541.2800 x7106    f | 866.261.3100    m  | 951.323.0603 

rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com    www.chambersgroupinc.com 

Facebook    Twitter    LinkedIn    Google+ 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Forrest, Kathleen@Parks [mailto:Kathleen.Forrest@parks.ca.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2018 2:36 PM 

To: Rachael Nixon <rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com> 

Subject: Section 106 consultation for LEAPS project 

 

Hi Rachael, 

 

Attached is the Section 106 consultation letter for the LEAPS project. The hard copy will go out in tomorrow’s mail. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Thanks, 

Kathleen  

 

Kathleen Forrest 

Historian, Office of Historic Preservation 

1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 

Sacramento, CA 95816 

916 445-7022 

kathleen.forrest@parks.ca.gov  
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Rachael Nixon

From: Forrest, Kathleen@Parks <Kathleen.Forrest@parks.ca.gov>

To: Rachael Nixon

Sent: Thursday, March 1, 2018 11:06 AM

Subject: Read: Section 106 consultation for LEAPS project

Your message  
 
   To:  
   Subject: Section 106 consultation for LEAPS project 
   Sent: Thursday, March 1, 2018 2:06:02 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
 
 was read on Thursday, March 1, 2018 2:05:58 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Ms. Shasta Gaughen, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Pala Band of Mission Indians 
35008 Pala Temecula Road. PMB 50  
Pala, CA 92059 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Ms. Gaughen, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Temet Aguilar, Chairperson 
Pauma/Yuima Band of Luiseno Indians 
P.O. Box 369  
Pauma Valley, CA 92061 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Aguilar, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Ebru T. Ozdil, Planning Specialist  
Pechanga Band of Mission Indian 
P.O. Box 2183 
Temecula, CA 92592 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Ozdil, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinor will serve as the lower reservoir and 
a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-turbine 
and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below ground, 
immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected to the 
grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E). The 
project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, transmission 
lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Paul Macarro, Cultural Resources 
Pechanga Band of Mission Indian 
P.O. Box 1477 
Temecula, CA 92592 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Macarro, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinor will serve as the lower reservoir and 
a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-turbine 
and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below ground, 
immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected to the 
grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E). The 
project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, transmission 
lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Mark A. Macarro, Chairperson 
Pechanga Band of Mission Indian 
P.O. Box 1477 
 Temecula, CA 92592 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Macarro, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Ms. Kelli S. Brasket, Cultural Resources Section Head and Supervisory Archaeologist 
Camp Pendleton Marine Corp Base 
Environmental Security  
Box 555008  
Camp Pendleton, CA 92055-5008 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Ms. Brasket, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Col. John R. Polidoro Jr., Commanding Officer 
Camp Pendleton Marine Corp Base 
Building 1160 
Camp Pendleton, CA 92055-5008 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Col. Polidoro, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Bo Mazzetti, Chairperson 
Rincon Band of Mission Indians 
P.O. Box 68  
Valley Center, CA 92082 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Mazzetti, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Melvin Vernon, Tribal Captain 
San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians 
102 Highland Drive  
Vista, CA 92083 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Vernon, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   
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SAN LUIS REY BAND OF MISSION INDIANS 

1889 Sunset Drive • Vista, California 92081 

760-724-8505 • FAX 760-724-2172 

www.slrmissionindians.org 
 

February 14, 2018 

 

                        Rachael Nixon 

Managing Cultural Resource Specialist   VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL  

Chambers Group      rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com 

5 Hutton Centre Drive, Ste. 750 

Santa Ana, CA 92707    

 

 RE: Decline to Participate in Tribal Consultation Regarding the Lake 

Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project in Riverside 

County, California (FERC Project No. 14227-003) 

 

Dear Ms. Nixon: 

This letter acknowledges receipt of your notification and request for tribal consultation (dated 

January 30, 2018) under the Programmatic Agreement for the Lake Elsinore Advanced Pump 

Storage (LEAPS) Project in Riverside County.  The proposed project, however, lies outside of 

the San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indian’s traditional and culturally affiliated territory. 

Therefore, the San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians respectfully declines to consult with your 

agency regarding the above referenced project and defers consultation in the matter to the 

Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians at the Pechanga Reservation.  

We thank you for your commitment in protecting California’s invaluable Native American tribal 

cultural resources. 

     Sincerely, 

 

 

 

      Merri Lopez-Keifer 

      SLR Chief Legal Counsel 



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Mr. Joseph Ontiveros 
Mr. Scott Cowart, Tribal Chairman 
Soboba Tribal Administration 
23904 Soboba Road  
San Jacinto, CA 93583 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Mr. Ontiveros and Mr. Cowart, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002).  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

Sincerely,  

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   



 

 

 
 
 

 
January 30, 2018 

Project #21061 
Ms. Amy Dutschke, Regional Director 
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs Pacific Regional Office 
2800 Cottage Way  
Sacramento, CA 95825-1886 
 
SUBJECT:   LAKE ELSINORE ADVANCED PUMP STORAGE (LEAPS) PROJECT, LAKE ELSINORE, RIVERSIDE 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, FERC PROJECT NO. 14227-003 (PREVIOUSLY FERC PROJECT NO. 11858-
002)  

Dear Ms. Dutschke, 

This letter is to briefly inform you of the current status of The Nevada Hydro Electric Company’s (TNHC) Lake 
Elsinore Advanced Pump Storage (LEAPS) Project and its associated +/- 30 miles of above ground high voltage 
transmission lines (FERC Project No. 14227-003, previously FERC Project No. 11858-002). Earlier correspondence 
regarding this project was sent to your offices in February 2005.  

A programmatic agreement (PA) for the LEAPS project licensing was issued by FERC to the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO) in February 2007, however; as of the date of this letter the SHPO has not responded 
by either signing the PA or indicating that it will not be signed. In October of 2007 FERC sent a letter to the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) to participate in final consultation regarding the PA. In 2012 FERC granted 
a preliminary permit to study the LEAPS project and a new FERC Project number (FERC Project No. 12227-003) was 
issued in 2017. In a letter dated January 3, 2018 FERC requested that consultation with your organization be 
reinitiated for the LEAPS project. 

The proposed project is a 500-megawatt pumped storage facility. Lake Elsinore will serve as the lower reservoir 
and a proposed 120-acre open reservoir located in Decker Canyon will serve as the upper reservoir. The pump-
turbine and motor-generating units and associated mechanical and electrical equipment will be located below 
ground, immediately adjacent to Lake Elsinore, at the foot of the Elsinore Mountains. The plant will be connected 
to the grid at separate interconnections with Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). The project will include the construction of a powerhouse, a 120-acre open reservoir, water conduits, 
transmission lines, and associated equipment. 

The project plans have been modified from FERC Project No. 11858-002 to include two separate primary 
transmission lines comprised of a northern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse with 
the SCE interconnection point and the southern primary transmission line that will connect the LEAPS powerhouse 
with the SDG&E interconnection point. The alignment of the primary transmission lines is similar to the original 
alignment associated with the February 2005 correspondence and FERC Project No. 11858-002. The location of the 
Case Springs substation has moved from a location in Camp Pendleton to a location in Cleveland National Forest. 
The site location was chosen in consultation with the U.S. Forestry Service. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the LEAPS project we would appreciate any 
information you can provide. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, please contact me 
directly at (858) 541-2800 ext. 7106 or via email at rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com. 

mailto:rnixon@chambersgroupinc.com
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Sincerely,  
 

 
Rachael Nixon 
Managing Cultural Resources Specialist  
CHAMBERS GROUP, INC. 

Enclosure:  Project Area Maps   
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